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Issues Australians are Talking About
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Much is speculated about the attitudes of 
everyday Australians regarding major social, 
global and economic issues.

In this study we explore what actually matters 
to Australians and how these issues a�ect 
their lives.

There are economic matters such as national 
debt, interest rates and consumer con�dence; 
perennial concerns like health, education, 
child care and ageing population; and there 
are social issues like multiculturalism, gay 
marriage and social media to name but a few. 

There are issues that are on-going and those 
that ebb and �ow according to media atten-
tion like crime levels, the republic, climate 
change and corruption. 

There are also areas that do not receive much 
debate or discussion yet people are 
concerned about them. 

This study presents the issues that Australians 
are actually thinking and talking about, those 
they aren’t and how much they really care. 
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Why they seek news that o�ers debate, discussion and 
perspective?

Why the demand for good news stories is at its peak?

How concerned they are about technology and its 
adverse impact on society?

Why they feel dark clouds are hovering over the 
economy?

How economic concerns are making Australians more 
insular?

How sugar is becoming the number one baddie and 
health warnings are inevitable?

Why attitudes to alcohol are changing and more action 
is desired?

What Australians are proud of and how this impacts 
social issues?

What qualities the few popular politicians have going 
for them?

How they feel about climate change regardless of the 
cause?

What their favourite advertisements are currently and 
why?

I don’t really watch any news, 
I don’t read any newspapers. I 
get most of my news from 
social aggregation sites, like 
Reddit, for example.
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We need to use technology judiciously to our advantage, not shut ourselves 
down to the point where the only friends we have are on Facebook.

People think we've missed the 
crash and the recession but maybe 
the way things are going, it's still to 
come here.

I love the fact that in Australia we can 
actually take the piss out of someone 
and you know you're not going to get the 
crap beaten out of you.

I don’t pay attention to politics, to be honest 
with you, but when people are like “Who are 
you voting for?” I’m like “The other side”.


